ASSIGN 9 ISLAM & MODERNITY
Your responses are due on Thursday, Oct. 25. 2 pages

Dear Students,
To do this assignment you need to read Mishra (Chapters Two), and the attached file by Bernard Lewis (note: to reduce the reading load, I excluded Mishra, Chapter One, and Armstrong, pp. 141-188).

What are the fundamental features of the Enlightenment that according to Lewis distinguish the Islamic World from the modern West?

Lewis maintains that Muslims “rage” against the West, particularly the US, because they failed to go through the transformations associated with the Age of Enlightenment. Briefly reproduce Lewis's argument. Do you agree with him? Why or why not?

Mishra presents an analysis that seems to contradict Lewis. Basing yourself on Mishra's analysis of the life of Jamal al-Din al-Afghani, write a critical evaluation of Lewis's popular thesis.

Lewis uses the phrase “Clash of Civilizations” years before Samuel P. Huntington (you could check him and this concept on line). In your view, and considering what we have studied so far, do you believe that the presumed conflict between the West and the Islamic World, is best described as a “clash of civilizations” [i.e. or as some US political leaders put it because “they don't like our way of life”] or as a “clash over power and economic resources”? Explain your view.
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